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CANADA AFFIRMS COMMITMENT TO IMMIGRATION: 
MINISTER CAPLAN TABLES IMMIGRATION LEVELS FOR 2002 


OTTAWA - Citizenship and Immigration Minister Elinor Caplan reaffirmed Canada's commitment to 
immigration today by tabling a plan in the House of Commons on immigration levels for 2002. The 
planning range, established in consultation with provincial and territonal governments, moves the 
Government of Canada closer to its long-term goal of annual immigration levels of one percent of the 
population. 


"Behind these numbers are real people who are prepared to come to this country, work hard and contribute 
to our future," said the Minister. "Immigration is above all about nation building." The number of 
immigrants Canada expects to receive in 2002 ranges from 210,000 to 235,000, up slightly from the range 
of 200,000 to 225,000 in 2001. 


In her comments, the Minister affirmed the growing importance of immigration to the Canadian economy. 
"Immigrants now account for more than 70 percent of all labour force growth, a proportion that will grow 

to 100 percent in the coming years. This gradual increase will enable us to sustain our competitiveness and 
fuel an economy driven by innovation, and expanding commercial and cultural links to the world." 


Minister Caplan underlined that the immigration plan would need to strike the proper balance between the 
health, safety and security of Canadians, and Canada's traditional openness to newcomers. "The security of 
Canadians is our highest priority. We will deny access to people who pose criminal or security threats to 
Canada. Our proposed legislation, Bill C-11, will provide new tools to help with this. In addition, the 
strengthened immigration measures to counter terrorism that I announced earlier this month will allow us 
to move quickly on several important measures. These include front-end security screening of refugee 
claimants, adding staff to conduct intensified security screening at ports of entry, increasing our detention 
and deportation capacity, and fast-tracking the permanent resident card for new immigrants." 


S21) 
For information: 
Derik Hodgson Simone MacAndrew 
Press Secretary Media Relations 
Minister's Office Communications Branch 
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Backgrounder 1: Immigration Plan for 2002 
Backgrounder 2: Immigration Trends, 1980-2000 
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Backgrounder 1 


The Immigration Plan for 2002 


Commitment to Immigration 


The government remains committed to investing in Canada’s economic and social 
development through immigration. A planning range of 210,000 to 235,000 is confirmed 
for 2002. Refugees will account for more than 10 percent of newcomers to Canada in that 
year. Skilled workers, business people and provincial or territorial nominees, together 
with their families, will again make up about 60 percent of the movement in 2002, and 
family members of Canadian citizens and permanent residents, slightly more than one- 
quarter. 


This is consistent with the planning range announced earlier for 2002 and reaffirms the 
long-term objective of moving gradually to immigration levels of approximately one 
percent of Canada’s population, while bearing in mind Canada’s absorptive capacity. The 
skilled workers, business immigrants, family members and refugees who enter Canada 
through our immigration program are increasingly important to maintaining a strong and 
skilled labour force. These same people also strengthen Canada’s social fabric and 
cultural diversity. 


Temporary residents are also a key element of Canada’s growth. The immigration 
program provides for the temporary entry of skilled foreign workers and business people 
essential to economic development, foreign students drawn by the reputation of Canada’s 
universities and colleges for excellence in education, research and training, and tourists 
eager to experience the many attractions of this country. 


The commitment to immigration is inseparable from Canada’s determination to deny 
access to those who pose criminal or security threats to Canada and other countries, and 
who might abuse immigrant, refugee or temporary entry programs for illicit and 
fraudulent ends. Investigation and interdiction abroad, screening at border and airport 
entry points, and removal activities in Canada are necessary adjuncts to an open 
immigration policy and the levels planning process. 


Pursuant to immigration legislation, the Social Union Framework Agreement and 
federal/provincial/territonal immigration agreements, consultation 1s essential to 
immigration planning, and various federal/provincial/territorial forums exist to that end. 
In addition, as part of the Multi-year Planning Process, Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada and the provinces and territories are working to establish a joint planning table to 
address common concerns and challenges related to immigration planning. Consultations 
with other parties who are increasingly interested in participating in immigration 
planning will continue. 


The scope of the policies and procedures required to enhance public safety and security, 
and concomitant pressures on the fiscal framework, will have an important effect on 


future planning, as will the nature of migration flows in the coming years, and other 
program pressures. Given the current level of uncertainty, it would be premature to 
announce a planning range for 2003 at this time without further consideration and 
consultation to ensure that supports are in place to move to higher immigration levels. 


Immigration Plan, 2002 


Immigrant Category 


Skilled Workers 115,800—125,300 
Business 12,000—13,000 
Provincial/Territorial Nominees 1,200—1,500 
Total Economic 129,000—139,800 
Spouses, Fiancés and Children 37,000—-41,000 
Parents and Grandparents 19,000—21,000 
Total Family 56,000—62,000 
Other 

(Live-in Caregiver Program and 

Special Categories) 2,000—2,800 
Total Immigrant 187,000—204,600 


Refugee Category 


Government-assisted 7,500 
Privately Sponsored 2,900—4,200 
Refugees Landed in Canada 10,500—15,600 
and Dependants Abroad 2,100—3,100 
Total Refugee 23,000-—30,400 


Total Immigrant and Refugee 210,000—235,000 


Updated Immigration Plan, 2002: 
Canada, Quebec and Other Provinces 


Immigrants 
Total Economic 
Total Family 
Other? 


Other Provinces 


106,500—-114,300 
47,100—52,500 
2,000—2,800 


Total Immigrant 


Refugees 


155,600—169,600 


15,400—22,400 


Total Immigrant 
and Refugee 


1 As announced October 24, 2001. 


171,000—192,000 


Quebec 


22,500—25,500 
8,900-9,500 


31,400-35,000 


7,600-—8,000 


39,000—43,000 


2 Includes live-in caregivers and special categories. 


Canada 


129,000—139,800 
56,000—62,000 
2,000—2,800 


187,000—204,600 


23,000-—30,400 


210,000—235,000 


Note: The /mmigration Act requires that the annual immigration plan include separate numbers for provinces with 
selection powers. At this time, Quebec is the only province with this responsibility. 


Backgrounder 2 


Immigration Trends, 1980—2000 


“Immigration Trends - 
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Overall levels within estimated targets for past 21 years 


Since 1979, when the first annual immigration plan was presented to Parliament, actual 
immigration has been within one percent of the midpoint of overall estimated targets. 
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